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What is it and why have the MSG implemented such a system? 

 Water companies have been asking for more information about metaldehyde 

application timing and consider it the key piece of the jigsaw in terms of predicting 

high risk periods for metaldehyde in water 

 The MSG worked with the AIC and AICC to get the buy in from the major 

agronomy companies and independent crop consultants and emphasise the 

importance of such an initiative 

 Knowing when metaldehyde is being applied will enable water companies to risk 

assess drinking water catchments accurately and help towards reducing metaldehyde 

exceedences, which in turn will reduce the likelihood of use restrictions 

 Cereals 2015 saw the launch of the initiative on the Water UK stand. 

 

How does it all work? 

1. The system runs from August to December, covering the main pelleting season 

2. Every Monday, agronomists receive an auto email prompting them to submit an 

online report (via an easy to use platform) by 5pm on Friday 

3. On Thursday, those who haven’t yet submitted their reports were sent a further 

auto email 

4. The reports that agronomists submit via the platform look like this (see points 

below) 

5. Once all reports are submitted, each Sunday evening an auto email sends the 

relevant reports to the water companies in PDF and CSV file format. 

  

 

 

 

 



Metaldehyde Stewardship Group (MSG) agronomist update system 
 

Questions covered in weekly reports 

 General 

 Field saturation % 

 Oilseed rape crops 

– Drilling dates 

– Growth stage 

 Wheat crops 

– Drilling dates 

– Growth stage 

 Slug numbers vs 2014 

 Treatment  

– Recommendations 

– % land treated 

 Verbatim comments section 

 


